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Opportunities
• Potential for clustering of emissions close to existing, in construction or planned gas 

transport corridors

• Potential for cross-border storage if the extension of  potential structures identified South 

of the Danube in Bulgaria can be confirmed in Romania

• Eastern Lights project – investigation of potential clustering around Holcim Bulgaria 

Beli Izvor CCS project

Challenges
• Potential regulatory barriers, 

secondary legislation to be 

considered

• Development of internal and 

cross-border infrastructure

• Funding + public-private 

partnerships (contracts for 

difference)

• Public support

Regulatory workshops organized in the 

framework of Eastern Lights project
• 2 workshops in  Bulgaria in June and September 2025

• Presentation of CCS concepts and Eastern Lights 

project

• National permitting situation

• 1 workshop in Romania, November 2025

• identification of funding streams for cross-border 

collaboration

Future activities in Eastern Lights project involving cross-border 

cooperation
• Cluster database finalization

• Bringing together stakeholders – direct communication, stakeholder workshops

• Regulatory workshops to be organized – one per year in Romania and Bulgaria

• Recommendations for improving current legislation

Clustering – 24 emitters, 12 Bulgaria, 12 Romania 

Further steps for cross-border cooperation
1. Development of CO2 storage atlases

2. Regulatory harmonization for cross-border cooperation

3. Establish joint pilot sites

4. Create a transboundary CO2 transport framework

5. Promote public awareness and stakeholder dialogue

6. Funding applications

Eastern Lights project partners

Participants of the regulatory workshop in Romania, 2025

Map of transport corridors and emitters considered
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Major emitters of Bulgaria

Major emitters of Romania

• Total verified 

emissions(2023) 

36.97 Mt CO2

• Major emitters: 

refining, soda 

ash/sodium 

bicarbonate, 

Ammonia, 

Cement, Glass

• Total verified 

emissions 2023 

23.84 Mt CO2

• Largest emitters: 

power plants, 

steel, cement
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